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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: EXXON AND US STEEL INTEREST IN JORDAN 

1. DEPARTMENT ARRANGED MEETINGS BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ABOVE-NAMED FIRMS AND DR. SALEM MARCH 14 AND 15 TO 
DISCUSS JORDAN'S COPPER DEPOSITS AND OTHER MINERAL POTEN- 
TIAL. DURING COURSE OF THESE MEETINGS WE INFORMED BOTH 
SALEM AND COMPANY REPS THAT USG WOULD BE PREPARED TO FIN- 
ANCE A STUDY OF JORDAN'S COPPER RESOURCES AND ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A PILOT PLANT BY HIGHLY RESPECTED BATTELLE INSTITUTE. 

AID IS ATTEMPTING TO FIND ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR THIS PUR- 
POSE. THIS WOULD MAKE USG FULLY COMPETITIVE WITH FRENCH 
ON COPPER. SALEM WELCOMED THIS OFFER AND SAID IT ENABLED 
GOJ TO REOPEN QUESTION OF APPROPRIATE PARTY TO SURVEY COP- 
PER RESOURCES. DECISION TO FINANCE BATTELLE STUDY ENABLED 
EXXON AND USS TO EXPRESS TENTATIVE INTEREST IN JORDAN 
COPPER PENDING OUTCOME OF STUDY. 

2. SALEM SAW FOREST HOGLAND, EXXON VP IN CHARGE OF MINERAL 
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ACTIVITY AND JACK FROST, COPPER EXPERT, ON MARCH 14. 
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EXXON EXPRESSED INTEREST IN IORDANIAN COPPER, AND IT WAS 
AGREED THAT SOMEONE FROM COMPANY - PROBABLY FROST WOULD 
VISIT IORDAN IN NEXT MONTH FOR A PERSONAL LOOK AT JORDAN S 
MINERAL POTENTIAL. SALEM PUSHED EXXON HARD TO LOOK FOR OIL 
IN JORDAN, SAID HE WOULD MAKE A ' VERY ATTRACTIVE CONCES- 
SION," BUT FAILED TO ELICIT A POSITIVE RESPONSE. EXXON 
DID NOT, HOWEVER, RULE OUT POSSIBILITY OF TAKING ANOTHER 

LOOK AT JORDAN S OIL POSSIBILITIES. 

3. ALSO ON MARCH 14 TWO VICE PRESIDENTS OF USS APPEARED 
UNEXPECTEDLY AT BLAIR HOUSE AND HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH 
SALEM ON POSSIBILITIES OF USS ACTIVITIES IN JORDAN WITH 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON PHOSPHATE. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY 
SCHEDULED MARCH 15 CALL BY PAUL GLASER OF USS. DURING 
MEETING SALEM EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO ENTERTAIN POSSI- 
BILITY OF USS PARTICIPATION IN EXPLOITATION OF JORDANIAN 
PHOSPHATE AND COPPER. GLASER S VISIT WAS BASICALLY A 
COURTESY CALL, BUT HE EXPRESSED STRONG USS INTEREST AND 
SAID HE PLANNED TO VISIT AMMAN FOR FIRST-HAND OBSERVA- 
TIONS AS SOON AS HE IS ABLE TO TRAVEL, PROBABLY WITHIN 
NEXT SIX WEEKS. 

4. IT WILL BE TO MUTUAL ADVANTAGE OF U.S. FIRMS AND GOJ 
IF NATIONAL RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION AND DR. SALEM ARE 
FULLY PREPARED FOR UPCOMING VISITS. REPRESENTATIVES OF 
USS AND EXXON WILL WANT TO SEE ALL AVAILABLE MATERIAL 
AND STUDIES ON MINERAL RESOURCES AND WILL WISH TO VISIT 
SITES AND INSTALLATIONS. WE WILL GIVE EMBASSY AD- 
VANCE NOTICE OF THEIR TRAVEL PLANS. WE HAVE ASKED BOTH 
FIRMS TO CALL AT DEPARTMENT BEFORE GOING OUT TO JORDAN. 

5. SUGGEST EMBASSY FILL CROWN PRINCE IN ON ABOVE EFFORT 
WE HAVE MADE TO BE HELPFUL. 

6. IT WAS OUR IMPRESSION FROM DISCUSSIONS WITH SALEM THAT 
LETTER OF INTENT WITH FRENCH HAS NOT BEEN SIGNED BY GOJ. 
SALEM SAID HE EXPECTED LETTER WOULD BE WAITING FOR HIM 
UPON HIS RETURN. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS 
ON THIS IN LIGHT AMMAN 1428, JUST RECEIVED BY DEPARTMENT. 
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7. RE EXXON INTEREST IN JORDAN, FIRM IS UPSET THAT A 
SWISS-CANADIAN, STEPHEN LOW, HAS BEEN PURPORTING TO 
REPRESENT EXXON IN JORDAN. LOW HAS NO AUTHORITY TO ACT 
IN EXXON'S NAME AND HAS BEEN SO INFORMED BY CABLE. CAN 
EMBASSY PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION ON LOW? KISSINGER 
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